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Coalmining began in Poynton in or before the sixteenth century ï indeed, small-scale 

drift mining may well  have been underway by around 1300; it ended on 30 August 

1935, when the last shift came up from the Park Pits.  In landscape terms, coalmining 

has left a rich but diverse legacy on the east side of Poynton (east of Towers Road and 

Waterloo Road, so east of the Red Rock Fault; seams further west lie at depths too 

deep for economic extraction).  Coalmining, the canal, a complex of railways and 

tramways serving the pits, pockets of industrial housing, small-scale related 

production sites of various kinds and a background landscape reflecting both 

agriculture and associated settlement contemporary with industrialisation all  combine 

to offer a tract of land of archaeological and historic importance which is unique to 

East Cheshire.  We should always remember, when looking at Poyntonôs heritage, 

that East Cheshire has no coalmining legacy other than the pits focused on Poynton 

and fading out into neighbouring townships as far south as Macclesfield.  

 
This industry was never on the scale of mining in Lancashire, Yorkshire, Staffordshire 

or Co. Durham, depending on coal seams which were comparatively narrow and 

much faulted so quickly exhausted. Here, modern, very large pits have failed to 

obliterate all  evidence of earlier works; early pits were widely dispersed while the later 

industry focused on Princeôs Wood, Hockley and Anson Pit. Poynton retains, 

therefore, traces of very small, early pits as well  as larger, later shafts with 

increasingly mechanised headgear and brick buildings, each connected with different 

phases of transport; there is also a scatter of small-scale industrial 

housing which is very different in kind to the nucleated pit villages of parts of Co. 

Durham, for example, Yorkshire or Nottinghamshire, dispersed in short rows among 

green fields and hedgerows. 

 
Offering as it does a four-century long history of mining, this landscape is unique and 

of a quality that should be both recognised and accorded protection under the current 

Housing Market Partnership in terms of its regional historic value. Additionally, the 

less-well-known pits ï largely the earlier mines - pose considerable difficulties in 

terms of new development, since the nature and direction of sub-surface galleries and 

tunnels are not well  established.
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Following discussions of these issues between myself and Poynton Council  early in 

2013, I was invited to carry out an historic landscape and heritage assessment, to 

explore the spread of the remains.
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A note on nomenclature: it was common in NW England for the term ómineô to be used of a seam of 

coal, with what we might today term a ómineô called a pit, and a group of pits a colliery. This 

terminology is retained in WHS. Here, for ease of use and to avoid ambiguity, I have broken with this 

convention, using the term ómineô as an alternative to ópitô and preferring óseamô throughout in its 

modern meaning. 
 

2 
This heritage assessment is based on aerial photographs accessed through the Cheshire Historic 

Environment Record (CHER: my thanks to Rob Edwards) and historic maps through John Rylands 

University Library Map Collection (my thanks to Donna Sherman), the publications Poynton, A 

Coalmining Village, by W. H. Shercliff, D. A. Kitching and J. M. Ryan (Stockport, 1983: henceforth 

WHS), Poynton, A Thriving Community, by W. H. Shercliff (Stockport, 1996), The Industrial 



 

For ease of presentation, in what follows I will  break down eastern Poynton into three 

areas, as follows: 

1 an area defined by Poynton Brook, Waterloo Road/Coppice 

Road/Anson Road and the Middlewood Way, forming the south-western quarter of 

the survey area; 

2 an area defined by the Middlewood Way and the eastern boundary of 

the township, forming the eastern, upland quarter of the study area; 

3 the remaining half, an area bounded by Anson Road, Towers Road, 

Norbury Brook and the Middlewood Way. 
 

 
 
 

Area 1 
 
Within area 1, coalmining has certainly occurred in four localities, at (A) 

Accommodation (in the south west corner near Wardsend), at (B) Waterloo House (on 

Waterloo Road), (C) at Smithfield, on Coppice Road, and (D) on both sides of Coppice 

Road around Alma Cottages and across the road over to Hig Lane, where there was 

extensive mining activity in the 18th and early 19th centuries. Other activity visible in 

this landscape included (E) brick-making, pumping water, a section of railway, 

woodland management and farming. 

 
A Accommodation:  this name is used by WHS of 4 mines at and near Wardsend 

- Accommodation Deep, Upper Accommodation, Lower Accommodation and Deep 

Accommodation.  Accommodation Deep is in Adlington (otherwise Wardsend Pit), 

so will not be further discussed here.  óAccommodationô is the lowest coal seam 

encountered at pits in the area, at 897ft (273m) at the Lawrance Pit and 678ft (207m) 

at Lady Pit.
3   

It occurs attached to this particular locality on the 1881 edition of the 6 

inch Cheshire Sheet XXIX, and on earlier 19
th
-century maps attached to individual 

pits.  The spoil heaps of Deep Accommodation or Shady Oak Pit (SJ 931827) lie 

immediately east of Waterloo Road.  Lower Accommodation lies at the end of what 

was once a hedged and banked access track from the start of The Coppice, along the 

eastern side of the garden of Bridge Cottage, with what was the Poynton Royal 

Observer Corps bunker immediately to its south. In 1826, however, a pit named 

Lower Accommodation lay further up the Coppice, with Higher Accommodation 

beyond (at SJ936826) and Accommodation Rise in the middle of the woodland 

(SJ938826: all now lost). Mining has, therefore, migrated westwards, but still using 

the same group of names. The mines which are still visible belong to the early 19
th 

century, though reference to coke ovens suggest exploitation at least into the second 

quarter of that
 
century; a short length of rails connected one at least of the pits to the 

coke ovens in 1826 but all were apparently disused by 1840. A row of cottages on 

Dickens Lane east of Waterloo Road was built to house  

 
Archaeology of North-West England by O. Ashmore (Manchester, 1982), a set of web pages composed 

and designed by David Kitching (www.brocross.com/poynton/collieries/: henceforth KIT), A Look at 

Poynton, by D. A. D. McIntosh (Landscape History Project, University of Manchester Extra-Mural 

Dept., 1983), a modern copy of the Vernonôs estate map of 1849, with field-names added, kindly 

provided by Ann Harris (through the good offices of Eileen Shore of Poynton History Society), and my 

own fieldwork. It should be noted that my fieldwork has been constrained by the need to keep to 

footpaths, etc., so it has not been possible to check all sites on the ground. Several individuals kindly 

commented on the first version of the report; most particularly, David Kitching has very generously 

provided the fruits of his sarches since 1983, which I have tried to incorporate as fully as possible into 

this second version. To all go my grateful thanks.  
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Dept. of Scientific and Industrial Research, Geological Survey of Great Britain, Geology of the 

Country around Stockport and Knutsford (HMSO, 1963), plate III . 

http://www.brocross.com/poynton/collieries/


colliers; these were constructed as back- to-backs, but only one pair remains so (253, 

255 Dickens Lane), the others all having been converted before WWII.  These were 

built in the early 19
th 

century by the Vernon Estate. By the 1870s the cottages on 

Dickens Lane immediately west of Waterloo Road had been added. 

 
B Waterloo Pit; The central part of Waterloo House, a grade-II  listed building, 

was a beam-engine house,  built in 1815 to wind coal from two nearby shafts (the 

battle was also commemorated locally by the construction of White Nancy above 

Bollington). A group of buildings is visible here on both the 1849 estate map and 

the 1881 6-inch OS. A wide gap in the post-war housing on the west side of 

Waterloo Road may imply that a mine gallery ran in this direction as far as the Red 

Rock Fault. The cottages immediately north of Waterloo House were rebuilt in the 

early post-war period.  

 
Illus. 1: Looking north up Waterloo Road, the Accommodation and Waterloo Pits 

with associated features: note the ridge and furrow east of Accommodation (based on 

1970s vertical photo R45_N4053).  
 

 
 

 



 

 

C Smithfield;  a causeway for a tramway is visible on the 1849 estate map 

running off Coppice Road; on the 1881 6-inch map, this clearly comes out onto the 

road east of Shrigley Road North.  It was still marked on the 1910 

OS. There were two coalmines here, both named Smithfield by WHS, the debris 

from which spread along the south side of Coppice Road as far as the field to the 

west of Coppiceside Farm.  The tramroad additionally brought coal down to Higher 

Smithfield from the Wren's Nest and Gees Pitstead Pits in Elm Wood, to be taken 

away from here westwards by cart (see below). This strip on the south side of 

Coppice Road has since been developed for housing. Higher Smithfield was one of 

the Poynton pits worked with a horse gin (others included Gees New, Horse 

Pastures, Gees Deep and Waterloo).  Three cottages on the north side of the road 

were already built by 1826. 
 
 
 

Illus 2: Smithfield Pits, on Coppice Road, evidenced by extensive waste tips and a 

causeway; see also the extensive earthworks between Higlane and Coppice Road (OS 

6-inch XXIX, North-West, 1910) 

 

 
 
D Coalpit Field/Hig Lane;   the field-name Coalpit Field occurs on the 1849 

estate map at the north-west corner of what is now Poynton Fruit Farm, south of 

Coppice Road (Illus 2, where óPumping Stationô is marked). No pit has been 

identified here; the pumping station was for drinking water. There are spoil tips and 

ponds on the north side of Coppice Road, towards what was in 1849 Hig Lane 

(SJ937833), which are visible on both the 1849 and 1881 maps adjacent to buildings 

and a large pond (in 1881).  The remains are sketched on the 1910 OS (Illus 2, 

above); the large pond is still  there (SJ93678317), and is now a more regular oval in 

shape. Immediately east of the complex of buildings at Hig Lane a group of fields in 

1849 all  contained the word óblackô (Near Blackcroft, Far Blackcroft, Blackcroft), 

again suggesting coalmining (although it could indicate peaty soil). In 1826 six 

abandoned shafts were recorded in the fields between Coppice Road and Hig Lane 

quarry, but none of these shafts are in the disturbed area of ground where there is 

gorse and ponds. There is spoil from the Clayton/Lane Side Pit in the gardens of the 

houses opposite Alma Cottages and also on the allotments to the rear. 

 
E Further Landscape Features; 

 

The field-name Brick Kiln Field occurs on the east side of Waterloo Road on the 1849 

estate map.  This suggests brick making: bricks were used extensively in the 

coalmines and this field-name was immediately adjacent to the Deep Accommodation 

Pit, in the vicinity of Lynden (Illus. 1). 



 
Engine Field also occurs in 1849 as a field-name, immediately south of Coppice Road 

centred on SJ934829. There was a large beam pumping engine known as the Worth 

Old Engine where Alma Cottages now stand (Illus. 2). This may have been the first 

steam pump in Poynton, in use by c1780, but was disused and largely dismantled by 

1826. 

 
The railway between Lady Pit and Quarry Pit ran on a self-acting incline (the Quarry 

Incline) across the fields between Middlewood Road and Anson Road. The probable 

line remains visible in the pasture. There were a number of late 18th/ early 19th 

century shafts in the fields on both sides of this incline.  

 
Illus. 3:  Standard gauge railway incline running east from Lady Pit to Quarry and 

Anson Pits (OS 6-inch Cheshire Sheet XX, colour edition 1881, surveyed 1871-2)  

 

 
 

 
 

The Coppice woodland was more extensive in 1849 than the present, with field-name 
evidence of assarting (conversion of woodland to agriculture) to both the west (Gib 
Ridding) and east (Maud Ridding).  Timber was important to the mining industry; the 

use of timber for soughs (drainage tunnels) goes back at least to the 17
th 

century and 
use for pit props begins around 1800, from which time there will  have been heavy 

demand from the collieries. The Coppice today is without any trees much more than a 

century old, though a range of ground flora typical of ancient woodland (bluebells, 

dogôs mercury, wood anemones, etc) suggests that it is ancient woodland (i.e. it has 

been wooded for at least the last 500 years). The coppice stools do not look ancient, 

suggesting comparatively few cuts, but the use of coppice in the field names strongly 

suggests managed woodland over a significant period. 



 
Field names elsewhere in the area suggest mixed agriculture with both livestock (as 

Far Highmeadow, Calf Croft) and ploughing (as Marl Jur, Corn Field). Most of the 

fields between Waterloo Road, The Coppice, Coppice Road and Poynton Fruit Farm 

today retain surface traces of ridge and furrow of the type formed by horse ploughing. 

This could have occurred at any time between the 17
th
-early 20

th 
centuries, ending 

before or during the war in most places. There is some evidence of sub-surface 

draining, with a herring-bone drainage system visible in air photographs on the pasture 

north of The Coppice. 
 

 
 
 

Area 2 
 
Area 2 comprises the highest part of the parish, between c. 150 and 190m above OD, 

and is among the more rural areas.  Mining was mostly small-scale and comparatively 

early; shaft depressions and spreads of waste material provide the bulk of the 

evidence.  This survey works across the area from south to north, dividing the pits into 

three groups: A, the pits from the southern boundary of the parish as far north as the 

Nelson Pits, centred on Elm Woods; B, the group of pits around Barlow House Farm; 

and C, the Canal Pits. 

 
A Mining in and around Elm Woods 

 

Illus. 4: Waste Tip at the Adventure pit 

 

 



 

A group of small-scale pits lies between Elm Woods and the parish boundary to the 

south (see illus 5).  From the south, a small rectangular enclosure of trees and 

grown-out hedging on the east bank of the canal at SJ946826 marks the site of  

Hempy Bank Pit and a house which is included on the 1849 estate map; its existence 

is embedded in the field name immediately to the north ï óField above the Houseô. 

The pit was abandoned before the building of the canal. A clay pit supplying puddle 

clay for canal maintenance lay alongside the canal in 1911 at the northern end of the 

field. A clump of trees around a pit at the southern end of the clay extraction should 

probably be interpreted as another small  clay pit due to the lack of spoil. Two mines 

nearby named by WHS have not been identified due to problems of access, Gees 

Pitstead and Wrens Nest (WHS p. 19, nos 13, 14); both lie within Elm Wood 

(formally Elm Bed Wood). Gees Pit is documented in 1794. There are, though, 

several mines south and east of the wood.  Two pits with associated small waste tips 

are clearly visible, one in Kirk Field and one on the field boundary with Barley Croft 

(all  these fields are now a single pasture); the first of these is the mine named by 

WHS as Red.  The other is Hedge.  Adventure is marked by a larger quantity of 

waste (illus. 4) on both sides of the access road to Haresteads Farm at SJ948828; the 

two separate spoil heaps, divided by the access road, may suggest two shafts.  

 
Illus 5: The Elm Wood area, pits, gangway and the canal  

 

 



 

 

Before the construction of the Macclesfield-Marple Railway, the road layout north of 

Elm Wood was very different, with Lyme Road looping back to join Coppice Road at 

Elm Bed Road.  Here several cottages are of 19
th 

century date, including the Daisy 

Cottages and The Elms, the latter with a date stone of 1880. The 1849 estate map 

reveals the disruption to the road layout already caused by the canal, which cut Elm 

Bed Wood and the road running along its northern edge, as well  as isolating the house 

at the bottom end of Field above the House from road access.  A pit named Elm Beds 

in WHS lay close to Elm Beds Road and the canal.  This area is now built over and the 

precise location of the pit is not clear. 

 
North of Elm Wood lay Gangway Field.  óGangwayô here is likely to relate to a 

causeway style track giving access to the mines, on which narrow-gauge iron rails 

were laid to enable horses to pull heavier loads.  The underlying roadways built up of 

waste from the mines were a significant aspect of the local landscape in the late 

eighteenth and first half of the nineteenth centuries. A particularly good example lies 

north-west of the Miners Arms and Noggin Farm in Adlington (SJ937818), marked 

on the 1911 OS and still carrying a footpath from Wardsend.  At Elm Wood, a 

gangway ran along the southern boundary of the wood and then across the canal and 

via Elm Beds Road and Coppice Road onto the fields to reach Higher Smithfield Pit, 

as above.  

 
WHS located Lower Reform, Venture, Long Chimney and Higher Reform pits 

clustered to the east of Elm Wood.  These names refer to just two shafts situated to the 

east and west of   Hill top Cottage at SJ947832 (illus. 5): on the 1911 OS óOld Shaftô is 

marked alongside óLongchimneyô and there is low-level disturbance still  visible 

where waste has been levelled immediately west of Hilltop Cottage. Hill top Cottage 

was the winding engine house for both shafts, already in service by c. 1820. The 

óReformô name perhaps reflects the Great Reform Bill of 1832. Higher Reform is less 

obviously visible today but it is associated with disturbance and spoil north-east of 

Hil ltop Cottage at SJ948832, immediately north of and underneath the access road to 

Hill Top Farm.  There is a disused stone quarry at SJ949833, marked on the 1911 

OS, now with trees around it. The stone was probably used to build Hill  Top Farm, 

among other buildings. 

 
At Vernon Wharf a basin was present on the 1849 estate map on the east side of the 

canal where coal could be loaded onto boats. This is still navigable. Immediately to 

the north the Nelson pits lie on both sides of the canal.  These were re-developed in the 

late 1840s on the site of the Gees Engine and Bye Pits and presumably named for the 

Admiral. Nelson Pit (west of the canal) has recently been redeveloped as a point of 

access to the canal, with extensive car parking and a modern Visitor Centre.  A 

substantial waste tip lies between the canal and the lower car park, at SJ945834. East 

of the canal, Higher Nelson Pit (sunk 1847) is not accessible. On the 1899 OS 6-inch, 

a spoil tip is shown right up against the canal opposite Nelson Pit (at SJ946833). Low 



level earthworks slightly further north at SJ946834, visible across the canal from the 

towpath, may represent the remains of a further small spoil tip. Brick Kiln Field 

immediately to the north, behind the marina, probably reflects the site of a brick 

works producing building material for use in the mines. Immediately west of the canal 

at Mount Vernon a row of early cottages has survived on the west side of Lyme Road, 

with a date stone of 1835. Large-scale subsidence was already occurring west of Elm 

Wood in the 19
th 

century, which is today marked by a wide expanse of water used for 

fishing, alongside the canal opposite the playing fields. 

 
Illus. 6: The Eastern pits, Higher Nelson to Higher Canal (based on OS 6-inch 1899) 

 

 
 

 
B Barlow House 

 

WHS has three mines in the small stream valley running westwards towards the canal 

south of Barlow House.  At the western end is the Victoria Mine, which is shown on 

the OS for 1899; it lay at the northern end of the spoil located immediately east of the 

canal. There is also coal waste visible on the slightly raised area south of the stream at 

SJ947836, revealed by the root-ball  of a fallen tree (marked but un-named, illus 6).  

The Dingle Pit was in the stream valley where it is unnaturally wide, at SJ948836; 

again there is coal waste visible where recent drainage has occurred and rusty 

corrugated iron sheds on the northern edge of the stream cut are probably relevant. 

Further east WHS has Number 10 Pit which is part of the Middlecale Colliery, but 

this lies across the town boundary in Lyme Handley.  A raised area above the stream 

at SJ951835 is marked on the 1899 and 1910 OS as Barlow Cottages, probably 

occupied by miners. The cottages were already present on the 1849 estate map. WHS 

notes a tramway from the Dingle Pit and Higher Canal Pit to the canal. This followed 

the line of the track (the modern footpath) visible on illus. 6 east of Barlow House and 

met with a short line from Higher Canal Pit before crossing the canal to reach the 

Canal Pit. 

 


