POYNTON UPDATE AND NEWS
23rd August 2016

Local Plan examination hearings
This note has been prepared by Poynton Town Council to assist those residents who may
have made written representations in Spring of this year about the Cheshire East Local Plan
Strategy. Such representations have been considered by both the Borough Council and the
planning inspector. The note seeks to explain the stage the Local Plan has now reached
and the format the forthcoming re-opening of the examination will take.
It is national planning guidance that local planning authorities (in this area Cheshire East
Council) should produce an aspirational but realistic plan for their area. The examination is
the final stage in that process. Both the Planning Inspectorate and the Borough Council
should be confident that Inspectors, in conducting the examination, will at all times keep in
mind the benefits of getting a robust and up-to-date plan adopted for the area. As such the
Planning Inspectorate seeks to ensure that plans are taken through the examination process
as quickly and efficiently as possible.
The Cheshire East Local Plan examination commenced in September 2014 and a second
session of hearings was held during October 2015. A further session of hearings is due to
commence in September 2016 and some residents of Poynton have lodged their objections
to the proposed changes to the Plan now being made by the Borough Council. These
include in particular an increase in the amount of housing and employment land proposed
for Poynton in the period to 2030 and the proposed loss of three edge of town sites in
Poynton currently in the Green Belt to accommodate around 450 houses.
The Inspector is appointed by the Secretary of State and adopts a consensual approach to
the hearing sessions, seeking to reach some agreement between the participants wherever
possible but recognising that this remains the Council’s plan. Inspectors are expected to be
positive, flexible and supportive of the objective of getting an up-to-date, sound plan in
place. The plan has to meet certain legal requirements before it can be found acceptable.
The Planning Inspectorate seeks to ensure that good practice in plan examinations and
relevant updates, including judgments handed down by the Courts, are made available to
Inspectors.
The examination has a clear focus on the main issues that the Inspector considers are
fundamental to the soundness of the plan. This means that the examination will not delve
into matters that do not fundamentally affect the plan’s soundness. National planning
guidance sets out four criteria for testing the soundness of a Local Plan which are as
follows:
 Positively prepared – the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which seeks
to meet objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirements, including
unmet requirements from neighbouring authorities where it is reasonable to do so
and consistent with achieving sustainable development;
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Justified – the plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered
against the reasonable alternatives, based on proportionate evidence;
Effective – the plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint
working on cross-boundary strategic priorities; and
Consistent with national policy – the plan should enable the delivery of sustainable
development in accordance with the policies in the National Planning Policy
Framework.

The Inspector takes control of the examination process from start to finish. He has to be
proactive from the time of appointment in order to ascertain if there are problems with the
plan which can be identified at an early stage. There have been problems with the Cheshire
East Plan in terms of its degree of compliance with legal requirements and national planning
guidance so the process of examination has been over a two year period to date.
Hearing sessions at the examination are inquisitorial, but the Inspector probes the issues as
opposed to an adversarial approach. This is a type of public inquiry where the inspector
seeks to ‘test’ the Local Plan to see if it meets the requirements of the relevant legislation
and to see if it is ‘sound’. Soundness is tested by considering whether the Plan is justified;
effective and consistent with national policy. There is no cross-examination and all
questioning is undertaken by the Planning Inspector.
If you have made representations about the plan, have suggested some changes, and
asked to be heard at the examination, you should have been invited to attend the hearings.
A detailed programme has been published which runs from 13 September for 6 weeks,
initially in Congleton and later in Macclesfield. Further details can be found on the Cheshire
East examination webpage. The Examination timetable can be found here and the
document is number PC A010 in the Examination Library:
http://cheshireeast-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/planning/cs/sub1

Funding for community groups with public health outcomes: Participatory Budgeting
Fund: You Decide
Local people are being asked by Cheshire East Council to come forward with ideas for a
community fund aimed at tackling health issues such as obesity, lack of physical fitness, and
mental wellbeing on a very local level, with £20,000 allocated for Poynton. The final funding
decisions are being made at local events where people choose which projects will make the
best difference to their local area: everyone who attends will have a vote. The closing date is
31st October.
There is further information and a Poynton application form here. The Poynton drop-in
session to find out more is on Thursday 25th August from 1pm to 3pm in the Civic Hall.
Contact Val Burlison on 0780 7213170 for more information.

Cheshire Police Working Together meetings – have your say
Cheshire Police invite the residents of Poynton to attend the first of their “Working together”
meetings at Poynton Civic Hall on Tuesday 30th August 7.30pm to 9pm. The meetings are to
give local residents the chance to have their say on local issues and set policing priorities for
the following month. It will also give Cheshire Police the chance to update local residents on
recent issues and pass on crime prevention advice. The dates of the meetings will be
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advertised on the Cheshire Police website www.cheshire.police.uk, via alerts from
www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk or on the local twitter account @policemaccntpoyn.
Sgt Brazendale said “We look forward to involving the community more to help us set our
monthly priorities and see it as a great opportunity to address local issues which residents
may wish to discuss”.

Wednesday Lunch Club – new group starting
A new weekly group for people who are physically frail and with some memory problems is
starting in Poynton Civic Hall on 14th September. It will provide a caring and stimulating
environment for up to ten people and a break for their carers. The group will meet from
10am to 2pm with a hot lunch provided. It will be run by trained volunteers, and is a new
initiative managed by Poynton Town Council in partnership with Age UK Cheshire East and
will cost £20 a week. Transport can be arranged. Please contact Sharon Duke,
Communities Co-ordinator, if you would like to find out more, on 872238 or
sharon.duke@poyntontowncouncil.gov.uk

Learn to drive our minibus - free training session
We have one place left on the free minibus driver training course on 20 th September. You
need to be between 25 and 70 years old. Please contact Phil Cunningham for further
information asap on 872238 or phil.cunningham@poyntontowncouncil.gov.uk. We have
volunteer opportunities waiting for new drivers!

Twinning Association of Poynton (TAP)
On Friday 23rd September TAP are hosting a Quiz Night with a two course supper. Tickets
are £10 per person from the Civic Hall for teams of up to 6 people and it starts at 7.15pm in
the Poynton Royal British Legion. Come and have fun!

David Rutley MP surgery
The next surgery is in September at the Civic Hall. This is by appointment only by ringing
the MP’s office on 07785 345270.

Nelson Pit car parking
Despite efforts by Poynton Town Council and your Cheshire East Councillors to resist their
imposition, Cheshire East have made a decision to introduce car parking charges at Nelson
Pit. The Town Council will monitor the situation closely and would ask all residents to report
problems with parking to the Town Council.
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Town Council officers
PTC welcomes Sharon Duke, Communities Co-ordinator, on 872238 and
sharon.duke@poyntontowncouncil.gov.uk

Civic Hall Summer offer
During the school Summer holidays we are offering use of the main hall, including kitchen
area, for only £15 per hour. Short notice bookings are available for badminton, sports,
parties etc. Contact Reception on 872238 or reception@poyntontowncouncil.gov.uk

August 2016
Thurs 25th 9am to Civic Hall
12.30pm

Business Jelly café for freelancers and small business
people, wifi, refreshments, Poynton in Business host, £3

Sat 27th

The Poynton Horticultural and Agricultural Show. Tickets
from the booth outside Priorslegh surgery

8am to
5pm

Poynton
Park

September 2016
Sat 3rd

10am to Civic Hall
12 noon

Councillor and Police Community Support Officer surgery.
Drop-in 10am to 11am, bookable appointments 11am to
12 noon on 872238

Mon 5th

7pm

Civic Hall

Planning and Environment Committee meeting

8pm

Civic Hall

Town Council meeting

Mon 12th

8pm

Civic Hall

Facilities, Infrastructure and Economic Development
Committee meeting

Mon 19th

8pm

Civic Hall

Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting

Mon 26th

8pm

Civic Hall

Planning and Environment Committee meeting

Tues 27th 10am to Civic Hall
2pm

Showcase of Services. Celebrate the International Day of
Older Persons with free entry and information about local
services, groups and activities.

Liz Osborn
Town Clerk
01625 872238
www.poyntontowncouncil.gov.uk

Twitter: @poyntontownclrk

To subscribe, e-mail reception@poyntontowncouncil.gov.uk.
Printed copies available on request from the Civic Hall.
Data protection policy: We promise not to pass your details on to any third party. You may
unsubscribe from this email at any stage by sending an email marked UNSUBSCRIBE to
reception@poyntontowncouncil.gov.uk
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